CHRISTMAS EVE
PREPARE A PLACE

ST. LUCAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH AND SCHOOL
1417 Parkview Drive Kewaskum, Wisconsin
262-626-2680 www.stlucaswels.org

CHRISTMAS EVE
Friday, December 24, 2020 at 2, 4, 6:30 and 10 pm
Welcome to worship at St. Lucas! We thank the Lord for this opportunity to gather around
his Word with fellow believers to find confidence in God’s promises and comfort in his
salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.
While we are excited about the opportunity to gather, we also understand that it is at our
own risk, and that the risks involved with the Covid-19 outbreak are still substantial enough
to provide extra safety measures for our public gatherings. We understand that each
individual will have different comfort levels about attending our gatherings. We will continue
to offer options for at-home worship and Bible study and respect a person’s choice to stay
home. Today’s service will be recorded and made available on our website along with a copy
of this service folder. We will also appreciate attendees’ efforts to respect and follow the
measures set forth below as the recommended best practices for mitigating the spread of
disease in church gatherings.
1. We will ask our janitors to clean on Saturdays and use a bleach solution to wipe down
pews every Saturday. Bleach is supposed to kill the virus for 24 hours.
2. We will ask members to practice social distancing and sit every other pew. We will ask
you to refrain from handshaking and hugging. Singing and loud talking is known to
spread the virus much like a cough or sneeze so spreading ourselves out will be
important for worship.
3. We will ask ushers and volunteers to wash down pews, railings, doorknobs and other
frequently touched surfaces in between services.
4. We will be removing all hymnals from the hymnal racks, and we will print service folders
with the whole order of service. We will ask you to take them home or put them in a
recyclable bin, but we will not reuse them.
5. We will not pass the offering plate but take a door collection as you leave.
6. We will provide hand sanitizer in the entryway and ask that you sanitize your hands
before sitting down for worship. (Any donations of hand sanitizer or disinfectant wipes
are appreciated.)
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7. Unless there is a health condition that disallows the use of a mask, those 5 years of
age or older should wear masks to comply with the Wisconsin mandate.
8. We will offer communion using continuous distribution. (This is a practice used by
many Lutheran churches for distribution.) Ushers will invite people to join the line at
6-foot intervals one side of the church at a time. Each communicant will approach
the pastor down the center aisle. The pastor will drop the host into your open hand
and say "the body of Christ." You will then proceed to the left or the right depending
on the side of the church you are sitting on to receive the wine. The pastor with the
individual cups will place one cup on a stand. You will take the cup from the stand
and as you do the pastor will say "the blood of Christ." After all have communed the
pastor will speak the parting blessing. The pastors will sanitize their hands
immediately before distribution and wear masks. Families may come forward as a
unit to receive the sacrament. If you are comfortable attending services but not
communing, you can make arrangements for one of the pastors to commune you
privately.
9. We will ask people who are feeling sick or have any cold or flu symptoms to stay
home. Those over 65 or in other high risk categories may want to consider staying
home until the spread of the disease starts going down.
10. After the service please do not loiter in the building, but do your visiting in the
parking lot with good social distancing if the weather permits.
For Your Convenience
For your ease and convenience, the entire order of service is printed out in the
following pages. Many of the elements of this service have ancient roots in the
Christian church. Some are very recent. Lutheran worship is specifically designed to
include the participation of the assembly. Parts marked M are spoken or sung by the
minister, and parts marked C are spoken or sung by the congregation.
Congregational parts are also printed in bold.
If you are in need of restrooms, they are located in lower level of the church. Parents
who need to attend to upset infants or toddlers may use the parent’s room located
just beyond the usher’s room on the left as you leave the church. A large print
version of this service folder and a printed copy of today’s sermon for those who
have difficulty seeing or hearing are available from an usher.
For the convenience of others, please silence all electronic devices and refrain from
taking flash photography during the service.
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Opening Hymn
“Once in Royal David’s City”
Stand for last stanza.
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Invocation and Call to Worship
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C

And also with you.

P

Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God!

C

To us a child is born.

P

To us a Son is given.

C

And the government will be on his shoulders.

P

And he will be called—

C

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

P

For to you is born today in the city of David—

C

A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

Response
“Once Again My Heart Rejoices”
Stanza 1, 2, 5, and 6 (Stanzas 5 and 6 are on the next page.)
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5

Softly from his lowly manger Jesus calls One and all,
“You are safe from danger. Children, from the sins that grieve you
You are freed; All you need
I will surely give you.”

6

Come, then, banish all your sadness!
One and all, Great and small, Come with songs of gladness;
We shall live with him forever
There on high In that joy Which will vanish never.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.

Prayer of the Day
P

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
light. Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may
also behold him in all his glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C

Amen.

BE SEATED

Song by Small Group
2:00 pm
4:00, 6:30 & 10:00 pm

“God Loves Me Dearly”
“Were You There on that Christmas Night”
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Reading
Isaiah 9:1-7
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the
past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future
he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
2

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
3
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,
as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.
4
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
5
Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.
6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
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Hymn
“Behold a Branch Is Growing”
Stanzas 1 and 2
Small group sings stanza 2 alone at the 4, 6:30 and 10 pm services.

Reading
Titus 2:11-14
11

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live selfcontrolled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

8

Hymn
“On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”
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STAND

Reading
Luke 2:1-7
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius
was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.
4

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married
to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for
the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room
available for them.
BE SEATED
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Hymn
“Away in the Manger”
The small group sings stanza 1 in the 2 pm service.
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Reading
Luke 2:8-14
8

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all
the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped
in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,
14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
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Hymn
“Angels We Have Heard On High”
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Reading
Luke 2:15-20
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”
16

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying
in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they
had been told.
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Hymn
“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt”

Meditation
Following the mediation please stand for the Creed.
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From the Athanasian Creed
P

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord
Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. Now this is the true Christian faith:

C

We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
is both God and man.

P

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man,
born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational
soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father
as to his humanity; and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two
persons but one,

C one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God;
P

one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;

C

for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being,
so God and man are one Christ.

P

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell,
rose the third day from the dead.

C

He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.

P

At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies
to answer for their personal deeds.

C

Those who have done good will enter eternal life,
but those who have done evil will go into eternal fire.

P

This is the true Christian faith.

C

Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.

BE SEATED

Song by Small Group
4:00, 6:30 and 10:00 pm

“Cradle Hymn to Jesus”

16

Prayers
P

Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient
promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh.

C

On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers.

P

You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern for all, the weak
and lonely, the troubled and frightened, the timid and helpless. No one is
overlooked by your ever-seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding
arms. No one is denied the comfort and help of your outstretched hand.

C

Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that you love and care for
us always.

P

You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, the
power of death, and the torment of hell. He took our place. He was born under
the law to set us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to die
and rise again in order that we might live eternally. Firmly implant this good
news in our hearts, and fill us with an eager desire to spread the Word
concerning what we have heard tonight.

C

May all who hear the message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed and
believe what is told them about the child.

P

You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob
us of the full life that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people”
be our joy. May the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our
peace. May the treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure.

C

For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ,
the Lord.

© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.
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Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.

2, 4 and 6:30 pm sings “Silent Night” without the lighting of the candles.
10:00 pm continues with the following reading for the lighting of the candles.
P

As we light our candles, we remember and worship our Savior, Jesus Christ,
God’s light of love. “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the
Lord rises upon you” (Isaiah 60:1). “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he
said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life’” (John 8:12). “For you were once
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light for the fruit
of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth” (Ephesians 5:8-9).
“In the same way, let your light shine before people, that they may see your
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

The light is passed from the Christ candle to the gathered worshippers. Please keep the
lit candles upright and dip the unlit candles to receive the light.
Solo while candles are being lit: “ A Stable Lamp is Lighted”
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Hymn
“Silent Night”
The small group sings stanza 1 in the the2 pm service.
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STAND

Benediction
P

Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God!

C

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness”—

P

Has shone in our hearts.

C

To give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God—

P

In the face of Jesus Christ.

C

For to us is born today in the city of David—a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

P

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you always.

C

Amen.
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Closing Hymn
“I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes”
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Serving in Worship
Presiding Minister.................................................................... Pastor Timothy Henning
Organist ................................................................ Coralee Henning (2, 4, and 6:30 pm)
Laura Schulz (10 pm)
Ushers .............................................................................................. Chris Peters (2 pm)
Kevin Kempf (4 pm)
Henry Schacht (6:30 pm)
(10 pm)
We thank all of the different vocalists who served in the small group choirs, Mr.
Loroff for directing these small groups, and Mrs. Loroff for accompanying them.

The pastors, faculty and staff
of St. Lucas Lutheran Church and School
wish you and yours a blessed Christmas
and pray the Lord give you a healthy and safe new year.
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Our Christmas Celebration Continues
Christmas Festival Worship with Holy Communion
Friday, December 25 at 9 or 10:30 am
First Weekend After Christmas Worship
Saturday, December 26 at 6 pm or Sunday, December 27 at 8 or 10:30 am
New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion
Thursday, December 31 at 6:30 pm
Second Weekend After Christmas Worship
Saturday, January 2 at 6 pm or Sunday, January 3 at 8 or 10:30 am

Celebrating Christmas at Home
We have provided two resources for at-home Christmas worship as well. Starting on
December 23 a recording of a Christmas program by our school and Sunday school
students will be posted on our website and on our Facebook pages. We encourage
you to find time to view this recording and sing the praises of our new born King
with our St. Lucas students. Also available today in the church entryway is a
devotional booklet you can use at home between Christmas and New Year’s.
Suggestions are given in the booklet for ways to use the booklet at home for
worship with family or guests. The booklet is also available on our website.

Other Announcements
Office Hours During Christmas Break: St. Lucas School will have Christmas break
from December 24 through January 6. There will be limited office hours during this
break, so please call the office ahead of time if you need to stop in for an
appointment or need something from the office.
Welcome First Time Visitors: If you are new to St. Lucas or visiting for the first time
we welcome you and are very glad you were able to join us for the celebration of
Jesus’ birth. We pray God’s Word filled your heart with peace and joy. We hope you
will visit again, and we can get to know you better. If a pastor or member of the
church is not able to introduce themselves to you because we are trying to space
out our entry and dismissal from the church, please send an email or a text to one of
our pastors (see page 20) with your contact information, and he will be glad to
reach out to you to tell you more about the ministry here at St. Lucas.

23

Pastor Timothy Henning
262-626-4496 thenning@stlucaswels.org
Pastor James Hoogervorst
715-614-3544 jhoogervorst@stlucaswels.org
Principal Mark Hesse
920-915-1130 mhesse@stlucaswels.org
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